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		Abstract

		We report results from economic experiments of decisions that are best described as petty larceny, with high school and college students who can anonymously steal real money from each other. Our design allows exogenous variation in the rewards of crime, and the penalty and probability of detection. We find that the probability of stealing is increasing in the amount of money that can be stolen, and that it is decreasing in the probability of getting caught and in the penalty for getting caught. Furthermore, the impact of the certainty of getting caught is larger when the penalty is bigger, and the impact of the penalty is bigger when the probability of getting caught is larger. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: crime, punishment, incentives, deterrence, juvenile, arrest, risk, larceny

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: K4

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Harbaugh,  William T. and Mocan,  Naci H. and Visser,  Michael, Theft and Deterrence. IZA Discussion Paper No. 5813,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1877626 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1877626 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						William T. Harbaugh (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Oregon - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Eugene, OR  97403
United States
541-346-1244 (Phone)
541-346-1243 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Naci H. Mocan

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Department of economics
Baton Rouge, LA  70803-6308
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Michael Visser

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Sonoma State University - School of Business and Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1801 East Cotati Avenue
Rohnert Park, CA  94928
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       59

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,487

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  515,567

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        4 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       40 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            7,205

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           16,413

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Klaus F. Zimmermann at Global Labor Organization (GLO), Marco Caliendo at University of Potsdam

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Behavioral & Experimental Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Behavioral & Experimental Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              943

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,701

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Victor Ricciardi at Ursinus College

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Microeconomics: Decision-Making under Risk & Uncertainty eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Microeconomics: Decision-Making under Risk & Uncertainty eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              832

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,031

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Victor Ricciardi at Ursinus College

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Experimental Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Experimental Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              563

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,664

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Using Electoral Cycles in Police Hiring to Estimate the Effect of Policeon Crime

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Steven D. Levitt
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Effect of Education on Crime: Evidence from Prison Inmates, Arrests, and Self-Reports

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Lance Lochner
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Enrico Moretti
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Effect of Prison Population Size on Crime Rates: Evidence from Prison Overcrowding Litigation

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Steven D. Levitt
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Market Wages and Youth Crime

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeffrey Grogger
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Juvenile Crime and Punishment

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven D. Levitt
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Why Do so Many Young American Men Commit Crimes and What Might We Do About it?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard B. Freeman
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Crime, Punishment, and the Market for Offenses

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Isaac Ehrlich
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Crime Rates and Local Labor Market Opportunities
In the United States: 1979-1997

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Eric D. Gould, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Bruce A. Weinberg, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Why Do Increased Arrest Rates Appear to Reduce Crime: Deterrence,       Incapacitation, or Measurement Error?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven D. Levitt
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Identifying the Effect of Unemployment on Crime

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven P. Raphael
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Rudolf Winter-ebmer
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.110 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
