

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Behavioral Economics of Education: Progress and Possibilities

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    IZA Discussion Paper No. 8853
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			92 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 21 Feb 2015
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Adam LavecchiaAdam Lavecchia
McMaster University; IZA Institute of Labor Economics
Heidi Liu
George Washington University - Law School
Philip Oreopoulos
University of Toronto - Department of Economics; National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER); Canadian Institute for Advanced Research (CIFAR)


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			[image: Multiple version icon]There are 2 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Behavioral Economics of Education: Progress and Possibilities

								
							
							
							
								IZA Discussion Paper No. 8853
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 92
								
								
									Posted: 21 Feb 2015
								
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							  113
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Behavioral Economics of Education: Progress and Possibilities
									

								
							
							
							
								NBER Working Paper No. w20609
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 91
								
								
									Posted: 22 Oct 2014
								
								
									Last Revised: 24 Apr 2023
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   88
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Behavioral economics attempts to integrate insights from psychology, neuroscience, and sociology in order to better predict individual outcomes and develop more effective policy. While the field has been successfully applied to many areas, education has, so far, received less attention â€“ a surprising oversight, given the field's key interest in long-run decision-making and the propensity of youth to make poor long-run decisions. In this chapter, we review the emerging literature on the behavioral economics of education. We first develop a general framework for thinking about why youth and their parents might not always take full advantage of education opportunities. We then discuss how these behavioral barriers may be preventing some students from improving their long-run welfare. We evaluate the recent but rapidly growing efforts to develop policies that mitigate these barriers, many of which have been examined in experimental settings. Finally, we discuss future prospects for research in this emerging field. 
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