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		Abstract

		The entry of married women into the labor force is one of the most notable economic phenomena of the twentieth century. We argue that medical progress played a critical role in this process. Improved maternal health alleviated the adverse effects of pregnancy and childbirth on women's ability to work, while the introduction of infant formula reduced mothers' comparative advantage in infant feeding. We construct economic measures of these two dimensions of medical progress and develop a quantitative model that aims to capture their impact. Our results suggests that these advances, by enabling women to reconcile work and motherhood, were essential for the rise in married women's participation and the evolution of their economic role. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Albanesi,  Stefania and Albanesi,  Stefania and Olivetti,  Claudia, Gender Roles and Medical Progress (April 2009). NBER Working Paper No. w14873,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1376195
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Stefania Albanesi (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: New York University (NYU) - Leonard N. Stern School of Business]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				New York University (NYU) - Leonard N. Stern School of Business 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					44 West 4th Street
Suite 9-160
New York, NY NY 10012
United States
212-998-0527 (Phone)
212-995-4218 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Columbia University, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					420 W. 118th Street
New York, NY  10027
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.columbia.edu/~sa2310/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Claudia Olivetti

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Boston College  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					140 Commonwealth Avenue
Chestnut Hill, MA  02467
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       53

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,636

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  685,009

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       46 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       80 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,243

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,681

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Engines of Liberation

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jeremy Greenwood, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Ananth Seshadri, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Engines of Liberation - Additional Notes

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jeremy Greenwood
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Ananth Seshadri
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Measuring Trends in Leisure: The Allocation of Time Over Five Decades

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Erik Hurst
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Mark Aguiar
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Homework in Development Economics: Household Production and the Wealth of Nations

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Randall Wright, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard Rogerson, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Labor Supply Shifts and Economic Fluctuations

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Yongsung Chang
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Frank Schorfheide
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Culture as Learning: The Evolution of Female Labor Force Participation Over a Century

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Raquel FernÃ¡ndez
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Baby Boom and Baby Bust

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeremy Greenwood, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Ananth Seshadri, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            A Century of Work and Leisure

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Valerie A. Ramey
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Neville Francis
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Gender Roles and Technological Progress

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Stefania Albanesi
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Claudia Olivetti
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Gender Roles and Technological Progress

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Stefania Albanesi
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Claudia Olivetti
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.125 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

