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		Abstract

		Nations stay together when citizens share enough values and preferences and can communicate with each other. Democracies and dictatorships have different incentives when it comes to choosing how much and by what means to homogenize the population, i.e. â€œto build a nationâ€�. We study and compare nation-building policies under the transition from dictatorship to democracy in a model where the location and type of government and the borders of the country are endogenous. We find that the threat of democratization provides the strongest incentive to homogenize. We focus upon a specific nation-building policy: the provision of mass primary education. As a motivation, we offer historical discussions of several episodes in the nineteenth century and suggestive correlations for a large sample of countries over the 1925-2014 period. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Alesina,  Alberto F. and Reich,  Bryony and Reich,  B, Nation-Building and Education (February 2013). NBER Working Paper No. w18839,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2226811
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Alberto F. Alesina (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Harvard University - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Littauer Center
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States
617-495-8388 (Phone)
617-495-7730 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Bryony  Reich

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Cambridge  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Trinity Ln
Cambridge, CB2 1TN
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						B Reich

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Northwestern University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					2001 Sheridan Road
Evanston, IL  60208
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       94

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,204

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  501,504

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       13 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       46 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,244

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,680

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Behavior: Race, Ethnicity & Immigration Politics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Behavior: Race, Ethnicity & Immigration Politics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              390

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           15,475

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Yusaku Horiuchi at Affiliation not provided to SSRN

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Latin American Middle Classes: The Distance between Perception and Reality

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Eduardo A. Lora
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Johanna Fajardo-gonzalez
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Why Donâ€™t We Tax the Rich? Inequality, Legislative Malapportionment, and Personal Income Taxation Around the World

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Martin Ardanaz
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Carlos Scartascini
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Asset Price Meltdown and the Wealth of the Middle Class

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Edward N. Wolff
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            More than Revenue: Main Challenges for Taxation in Latin America and the Caribbean

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Teresa Ter-minassian
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Partisan Tax Policy and Income Inequality in the U.S., 1979-2007

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Olivier Bargain, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Mathias Dolls, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Income Mobility and Welfare

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Tom Krebs, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Pravin Krishna, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Tax Reform and the American Middle Class

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Kirk J. Stark
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Eric M. Zolt
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Tax Policy and Income Inequality in the U.S., 1979-2007

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Olivier Bargain, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Mathias Dolls, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Inequality in America:  Challenges for Tax and Spending Policies

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Eric M. Zolt
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            What Have We Learned from Fifty Years of Research?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard M. Bird
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.109 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

