

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Openness, Country Size and the Government

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    NBER Working Paper No. w6024
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			29 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 20 Jul 2000
		
			Last revised: 19 Jun 2022
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Alberto F. AlesinaAlberto F. Alesina
Harvard University - Department of Economics; Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR); National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)
Romain T. Wacziarg
UCLA Anderson School of Management; National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: May 1997

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		This paper shows that smaller countries have larger public sectors as a share of GDP, and are also more open to trade. These empirical observations are consistent with recent theoretical models explaining country formation and break up. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Alesina,  Alberto F. and Wacziarg,  Romain T., Openness, Country Size and the Government (May 1997). NBER Working Paper No. w6024,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=226434
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Alberto F. Alesina (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Harvard University - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Littauer Center
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States
617-495-8388 (Phone)
617-495-7730 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Romain T. Wacziarg

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				UCLA Anderson School of Management  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					110 Westwood Plaza
Los Angeles, CA  90095-1481
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       69

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    4,941

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  601,529

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       13 Citations
		

	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,242

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,662

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Fractionalization

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Alberto F. Alesina, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    William Easterly, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Fractionalization

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Alberto F. Alesina, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    William Easterly, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Ethnic Diversity and Economic Performance

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Alberto F. Alesina
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Eliana La Ferrara
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Ethnic Diversity and Economic Performance

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Alberto F. Alesina
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Eliana La Ferrara
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Political Economy of Hatred

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward L. Glaeser
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Political Economy of Hatred

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward L. Glaeser
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            An African Success Story: Botswana

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Daron Acemoglu, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Simon Johnson, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            An African Success Story: Botswana

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Daron Acemoglu, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Simon Johnson, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Economic Value of Cultural Diversity: Evidence from Us Cities

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gianmarco I.p. Ottaviano
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Giovanni Peri
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Economic Value of Cultural Diversity: Evidence from Us Cities

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gianmarco I.p. Ottaviano
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Giovanni Peri
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.093 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

