

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Life Cycle Schooling and Dynamic Selection Bias: Models and Evidence for Five Cohorts

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    NBER Working Paper No. w6385
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			94 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 25 Jul 2000
		
			Last revised: 14 Dec 2022
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Stephen V. CameronStephen V. Cameron
Columbia University - School of International & Public Affairs (SIPA)
James J. Heckman
University of Chicago - Department of Economics; National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER); American Bar Foundation; Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA); CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute)


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: January 1998

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		This paper examines an empirical regularity found in many societies: that family influences on the probability of transiting from one grade level to the next diminish at higher levels of education.  We examine the statistical model used to establish the empirical regularity and the intuitive behavioral interpretation often used to rationalize it.  We show that the implicit economic model assumes myopia.  The intuitive interpretive model is identified only by imposing arbitrary distributional assumptions onto the data.  We produce an alternative choice-theoretic model with fewer parameters that rationalizes the same data and is not based on arbitrary distributional assumptions. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Cameron,  Stephen and Heckman,  James J., Life Cycle Schooling and Dynamic Selection Bias: Models and Evidence for Five Cohorts (January 1998). NBER Working Paper No. w6385,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=226133
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Stephen Cameron (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Columbia University - School of International & Public Affairs (SIPA)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					420 West 118th Street
New York, NY  10027
United States
212-854-4818 (Phone)
212-854-5765 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						James J. Heckman

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Chicago - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1126 East 59th Street
Chicago, IL  60637
United States
773-702-0634 (Phone)
773-702-8490 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: American Bar Foundation]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				American Bar Foundation 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					750 N. Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, IL  60611
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA)]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute)]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Poschinger Str. 5
Munich, DE-81679
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       84

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    5,915

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  537,920

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       46 Citations
		

	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,244

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,680

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Identification and Estimation of Local Average Treatment Effects

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Joshua D. Angrist
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Guido W. Imbens
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Human Capital Policy

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Pedro Manuel Carneiro
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    James J. Heckman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Human Capital Policy

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Pedro Manuel Carneiro
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    James J. Heckman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Estimating the Return to Schooling: Progress on Some Persistent Econometric Problems

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Card
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Explaining Rising Wage Inequality: Explorations with a Dynamic General Equilibrium Model of Labor Earnings with Heterogeneous Agents

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        James J. Heckman, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Lance Lochner, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Local Instrumental Variables

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        James J. Heckman
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward Vytlacil
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Policies to Foster Human Capital

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        James J. Heckman
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Policies to Foster Human Capital

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        James J. Heckman
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Earnings, Schooling, and Ability Revisited

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Card
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Structural Equations, Treatment Effects and Econometric Policy Evaluation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        James J. Heckman
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward Vytlacil
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.134 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

