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		Abstract

		We exploit differences in the mortality rates faced by European colonialists to estimate the effect of institutions on economic performance. Our argument is that Europeans adopted very different colonization policies in different colonies, with different associated institutions. The choice of colonization strategy was, at least in part, determined by whether Europeans could settle in the colony. In places where Europeans faced high mortality rates, they could not settle and they were more likely to set up worse (extractive) institutions. These early institutions persisted to the present. We document evidence supporting these hypotheses. Exploiting differences in mortality rates faced by soldiers, bishops and sailors in the colonies in the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries as an instrument for current institutions, we estimate large effects of institutions on income per capita. Our estimates imply that differences in institutions explain approximately three-quarters of the income per capita differences across former colonies. Once we control for the effect of institutions, we find that countries in Africa or those farther away from the equator do not have lower incomes. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Acemoglu,  Daron and Johnson,  Simon and Robinson,  James A., The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: An Empirical Investigation (June 2000). NBER Working Paper No. w7771,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=235727
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Daron Acemoglu (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					50 Memorial Drive
Room E52-380b
Cambridge, MA  02142
United States
617-253-1927 (Phone)
617-253-1330 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Simon  Johnson

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Entrepreneurship Center  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					United States
617-253-8412 (Phone)
617-258-6855 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						James A. Robinson

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Harvard University - Department of Government  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1737 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States
617-496-2839 (Phone)
617-495-8292 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      293

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   13,867

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   12,247

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       49 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       13 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,244

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,662

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              610

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           26,301

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              583

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           26,991

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: An Empirical Investigation

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Daron Acemoglu, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Simon Johnson, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: An Empirical Investigation

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Daron Acemoglu, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Simon Johnson, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Reversal of Fortune: Geography and Institutions in the Making of the Modern World Income Distribution

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Daron Acemoglu, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Simon Johnson, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Reversal of Fortune: Geography and Institutions in the Making of the Modern World Income Distribution

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Daron Acemoglu, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Simon Johnson, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Institutions Rule: The Primacy of Institutions Over Geography and Integration in Economic Development

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Dani Rodrik, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Arvind Subramanian, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Institutions Rule: The Primacy of Institutions Over Geography and Integration in Economic Development

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Dani Rodrik, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Arvind Subramanian, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Institutions Rule: The Primacy of Institutions Over Integration and Geography in Economic Development

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Dani Rodrik, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Arvind Subramanian, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Factor Endowments: Institutions, and Differential Paths of Growth Among New World Economies: A View from Economic Historians of the United States

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Stanley L. Engerman
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Kenneth L. Sokoloff
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Geography and Economic Development

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John Luke Gallup, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeffrey D. Sachs, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Do Institutions Cause Growth?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward L. Glaeser, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Rafael La Porta, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.110 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

