

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Endogenous Political Institutions

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    NBER Working Paper No. w9006
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			38 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 21 Jun 2002
		
			Last revised: 12 Aug 2022
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Philippe AghionPhilippe Aghion
College de France and London School of Economics and Political Science, Fellow; Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR); National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)
Alberto F. Alesina
Harvard University - Department of Economics; Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR); National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)
Francesco Trebbi
University of California, Berkeley - Haas School of Business; National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			[image: Multiple version icon]There are 4 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Endogenous Political Institutions
									

								
							
							
							
								
									Number of pages: 38
								
								
									Posted: 22 Oct 2002
								
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							  521
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Endogenous Political Institutions

								
							
							
							
								NBER Working Paper No. w9006
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 38
								
								
									Posted: 21 Jun 2002
								
								
									Last Revised: 12 Aug 2022
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   65
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Endogenous Political Institutions
									

								
							
							
							
								
									Number of pages: 55
								
								
									Posted: 04 Dec 2002
								
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   21
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Endogenous Political Institutions
									

								
							
							
							
								
								
									Posted: 06 Sep 2004
								
								
							

							
						

						
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: June 2002

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Political institutions influence economic policy, but they are themselves endogenous since they are chosen, in some way, by members of the polity. An important aspect of institutional design is how much society chooses to delegate unchecked power to its leaders. If, once elected, a leader cannot be restrained, society runs the risk of a tyranny of the majority, if not the tyranny of a dictator. If a leader faces too many ex post checks and balances, legislative action is too often blocked. As our critical constitutional choice we focus upon the size of the minority needed to block legislation, or conversely the size of the (super) majority needed to govern. We analyze both 'optimal' constitutional design and 'positive' aspects of this process. We derive several empirical implications which we then discuss. 
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