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		Abstract

		Aim: to evaluate the impact of a nationwide lockdown in France on acute myocardial infarction (AMI) admissions, by patient characteristics and regional prevalence of the pandemic.  

Methods and Results: We collected data from 21 centres participating in the on-going FRENCHIE registry (NCT04050956), which collects data from all patients admitted for STEMI or NSTEMI within 48 hours of symptom onset. We compared weekly admissions in the 4 weeks preceding and the 4 weeks following institution of the lockdown. We observed a brutal 30% decrease in AMI admissions (24% for STEMI and 36% for NSTEMI, P=0.14) following institution of the lockdown, with similar trends according to gender (30% decrease in both men and women), risk factors, and regional prevalence of COVID-19. The decrease was numerically greater in patients aged 80 years or more (44% vs 27%, P=0.10). Patient characteristics, including time to hospital admission in STEMI patients, did not differ between the 2 periods. In-hospital mortality was numerically higher following institution of the lockdown (5.2% vs 3.4%, P=0.12), with similar trends for STEMI and NSTEMI.  

Conclusion: A marked decrease in hospital admissions was observed following the lockdown, irrespective of patient characteristics and regional prevalence of COVID-19. Health authorities should be aware of these findings, in order to adapt their message in case of a second wave of the pandemic or future major epidemics.

Funding Statement: The FRENCHIE registry is supported by Recherche Hospitalo-universitaire en santÃ© (RHU) iVasc within the programme "Investissements d'avenir", and sponsored by Assistance Publique â€“ HÃ´pitaux de Paris (DÃ©lÃ©gation Ã  la Recherche Clinique et Ã  l'Innovation).
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